Why I Like My Career

By Matthew Ivester

“Nothing is really work unless you would rather be doing something else.”  

~James Matthew Barrie

“Job” is a term that I use to describe every place of employment prior my coming to work here on base.   I have had jobs ranging from mowing lawns all the way to working in a hospital, but my career is here at Tinker.  A job becomes a career when the employee believes strongly in the work that he or she is performing. It is my privilege to share with others the fulfillment that I receive from my career and serving my country.    

Life has been and always will be challenging.  It is important to take time with major decisions and that is exactly what I did when considering Tinker as a place of employment.  Through the University of Central Oklahoma, I heard about an internship for Operation Management Analysis majors to work at Tinker and rotate through many different departments, learning various operations.  I conducted research about the base before applying and discovered how Tinker was an ever changing canvas, going leaner and greener.  I felt it was my calling to be a part of that journey and I was honored when my application for the internship was accepted.

The first time I stepped foot on base, was much like the walking into Disney World, only without the rides.  I was overwhelmed, excited and lost.  I was able to find my new employee orientation class only because of the kindness of an employee, who took time out of his day to personally show me where I was supposed to be.  Kindness seems to be everywhere within the gates of Tinker.  

Today I came to work and was greeted by other employees walking through the parking lot of Building 3001.  The door was held open by a nice lady who made friendly small talk about the weather.  I walked in to my office and received a lovely welcome from numerous people who actually know my name.  My coworkers not only greet me but they also ask about my life.  I juggle both work and school right now as part of my internship, and my office will wish me good luck on tests and quizzes.  Sometimes this place feels like the popular TV show Cheers, where everyone not only knows my name but they also care about me.

As an intern, I am given assignments and tasks as if I were a full time employee.  I have experienced nothing but patience and kindness from others who are willing to explain every detail about an assignment all the way from how to do it to why it is important.  This place/career/opportunity has been the best experience of my life.  Every day I feel a sense of accomplishment, knowing that I am adding value to the mission that we all share.  I am proud to be surrounded by Wingmen who care.  This career offers more than just a paycheck; it is a place where God, Country and continuous improvement mean something, and that is why I love my career.
