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     “BOOM!  BOOM!  BOOM!”  “Missiles Inbound!  Take cover immediately!!”  People run to bunkers for protection, quickly don chemical protection gear, and start inspecting their areas for injured personnel, damage to facilities/equipment, and unexploded ordnances.  And all of this occurs on a quarterly basis right here on base because I have the best job on Tinker Air Force Base.  I am the Senior Exercise Planner for the 552 ACW and this is why I love my job.
     As the Senior Exercise Planner for the 552 ACW; it is my responsibility to plan and execute realistic readiness exercises that will evaluate our Wing’s ability to perform its wartime mission in a combat environment.  The planning of each exercise can be tedious and frustrating as a scenario must be “made up” that makes sense and also meets all inspect able criteria in accordance with Air Force instructions.  But the tediousness is easily overcome by brainstorming with my three office mates about planning a sequence of events that meets all established criteria, but also creatively challenges the personnel.  For example, during increased security measures, we devised numerous ways to break through flightline security measures to “kill” the Maintenance Group Commander.  We never succeeded; but it did raise the security awareness of over 1,500 maintenance personnel and everyone enjoyed the challenge.
     Readiness exercises actually have two separate and distinct parts.  The first part must be constructed to evaluate the unit’s ability to prepare and deploy its people and equipment in a safe and timely manner.  The second part is to evaluate how the unit performs the mission under the stress of combat.  It is this second part of the process that makes my job awesome!  I get to blow up ground burst simulators (imagine big M80 firecrackers!) and smoke bombs that make people run for cover!  I have had the opportunity to be trained in the art of moulage; which means I get to put wounds and blood on people that looks really real.  Of course this talent also makes me very popular around Halloween time too!  
     And that’s what it all boils down to.  The bombs and the fake blood are all fun and games.  But in the end, it is my responsibility to make sure the personnel in the 552 ACW are trained and prepared when they deploy.  That is why I love my job.  Oftentimes it is frustrating when people don’t take the exercises as seriously as I would like them to.  But over time I have realized that lessons are learned from each exercise that is apt to save a life someday, perhaps in a combat zone or even on one of our local highways.  So I’ll continue blowing things up and making folks up to look as if they’ve been injured and will closely evaluate the Wing’s responses to each event because it’s what I get paid to do:  Save the lives of our men and women in combat.  I love my job.
